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It is little wonder that at just 28 years old, Daniel Rogers was nominated by the Australian 

Association of Stud Merino Breeders to be part of the 2021 WoolPoll Panel. 

His passion for the wool industry and the Merino breed is obvious when he speaks about the exciting 

prospects ahead, particularly when it comes to genetics. 

“I’ve always had a pretty keen interest in sheep and wool. Ever since I can remember, I have always 

enjoyed working on the farm … it’s in my blood,” Daniel says. 

“What I love about breeding Merinos – or any sheep – is that you can continually grow, improve and 

make changes. 

“It’s a challenge, but that’s what makes it enjoyable.” 

WoolPoll is held every three years to determine the levy woolgrowers pay on every bale of wool 

they sell. This levy funds the industry’s research, development and marketing activities, conducted 

by Australian Wool Innovation (AWI). 

Along with his parents Peter and Julie, Daniel operates the Mount Yulong Poll Merino stud at 

Telangatuk East, Victoria, alongside a commercial wool and sheepmeat enterprise.  

They run about 7000 ewes, with half of the flock mated to Border Leicester rams for dual-purpose 

production.  

Aside from a 12-month stint as a jackaroo on the famous wool producing property Uardry Station at 

Hay, New South Wales, Daniel has been back on the family farm for his entire working life. 

“That year at Uardry was fantastic,” Daniel recalls. 

“I was part of a group of jackaroos who were all a similar age. I learned a lot from the experience and 

made some lifelong friends. 

“I was glad to have that opportunity as there aren’t too many like that anymore.” 

As one of the youngest representatives on the WoolPoll 2021 Panel, Daniel is calling for his fellow 

young farmers – whether they are Merino breeders like him or those who run sheep as part of a 

wider mixed enterprise – to get involved in the WoolPoll discussion this year. 

“Woolgrowers are the ones who fund AWI – it’s our company,” he says. 

“I want to see young farmers and woolgrowers start the discussion at team meetings or around the 

kitchen table about the levy rate ahead of the voting period from September to November. 

“The WoolPoll process is an extremely important one for our industry and, as woolgrowers, we are 

fortunate to be able to have a say on the levy we think we should be paying on each bale of wool we 

sell. 

“It’s important we look beyond our own farm gates and have a say on our industry’s direction. 



 
“That goes for all woolgrowers – small, medium or large. Every vote matters and can make a 

difference.” 

Daniel sees huge opportunities ahead for the Australian wool industry, particularly with its 

environmental credentials.  

“Wool has a major role to play as a clean, green fibre and something that doesn’t pollute our land 

and oceans,” he says. 

“It’s not fast fashion – it has a big role to play in our future.” 

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 
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